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APA	  Citation	  Practice	  	  

Students	  will	  locate	  “Plagiarism”	  resources	  and	  formulate	  citations	  in	  Microsoft	  Word	  

When	  creating	  citations,	  you	  will	  need	  to	  locate:	  

• Author(s) 
• Title of work 
• Title of website, magazine, journal, etc. 
• Publication date 
• Location (publisher and city, website URL or DOI) 
• Other (editor, video, etc.) 

	  

I. eBook Citation (ebrary) 
a. Log into your Student Portal account using Google Chrome Browser 
b. Go to My Resources > Virtual Library > ebrary 
c. In the search box, type “Plagiarism” and click on search button 
d. Find the second eBook listed in the search results 
e. Click on Table of Contents > Title Page > use arrow buttons to view both sides of the 

title page 
f. Write down all of information that you need to create the citation in Microsoft Word 
g. Open “APA Sample Paper (Strategies)” template located on the Student Drive (S:) 

[Click on start button > Computer > Student Drive (S:) > double-click on Writing 
Resources folder > double-click APA Sample Paper (Strategies).dotx]  

h. Scroll down to the bottom of the References page on the template, hit return 
i. Using your “APA Quick Guide” in your packet, locate the example for “E-Book” and 

use it as a guide 
j. Begin typing your complete reference citation in the correct APA format 
k. Also type an example of an in-text citation for this eBook 
l. We will verify correct answers as a class when everyone is finished 

	  

II. Electronic Journal Article Citation (LIRN/Infotrac) 
a. Return the your Student Portal 
b. Go to My Resources > Virtual Library > LIRN > Gale Infotrac  
c. In the Find search box, type “Plagiarism” 
d. On the left under “Your Results”,  click “Academic Journals” 
e. Under “Search within results”, click on “only full text” and “only peer-reviewed” 
f. In the search results list, look for article #6, written by Kathleen A. Amos 
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g. Click on Full-text with Graphics link at the bottom of the citation in the search results 
list  

h. Using your “APA Quick Guide” in your packet, locate the example for “Citing 
Electronic Periodicals: Electronic Journal/Magazine/Newspaper Article” and use it as 
a guide 

i. Write down all of information that you need to create the citation in Microsoft Word 
(hint: write down Article DOI to use as website location) 

j. Scroll down to the bottom of the References page on your “APA Sample Paper 
(Strategies)” on the template, hit return 

k. Begin typing your complete reference citation in the correct APA format 
l. Also type an example of an in-text citation for this electronic journal article 
m. We will verify correct answers as a class when everyone is finished 

	  

III. Website Citation 
a. Open a new tab in Google Chrome, go to Google Search website (www.google.com) 
b. In the search box, type “Plagiarism” and hit the enter button 
c. Look for and click on “Plagiarism – The Writing Center” from the unc.edu website, 

around the 7th item in the list 
d. Using your “APA Quick Guide” in your packet, locate the example for “Citing 

Internet Sources: Page from a Web Site” and use it as a guide 
e. Write down all of information that you need to create the citation in Microsoft Word 
f. Scroll down to the bottom of the References page on your “APA Sample Paper 

(Strategies)” on the template, hit return 
g. Begin typing your complete reference citation in the correct APA format 
h. Also type an example of an in-text citation for this website 
i. We will verify correct answers as a class when everyone is finished 

 

You	  are	  finished!	  Feel	  free	  to	  save	  your	  copy	  of	  the	  APA	  Sample	  Paper	  (Strategies)	  template	  to	  refer	  back	  
to	  your	  examples!	  
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My Sample Paper* 
Intercountry adoption, the process of adopting children from across international borders, has 

been taking place in the United States since the years immediately following World War II. 

According to Rojewski and Rojewski (2001), “there were 7,948 intercountry adoptions in the United 

States in 1989; in 1998, that number rose to 15,774, accounting for 12% to 13% of all adoptions” (p. 

3). Studies on the process and effects of intercountry adoption from China have revealed both 

positive and negative results. While the effects of intercountry adoption from China are far-reaching 

for both the adoptee and the adoptive parents, there is no reason why intercountry adoption from 

China should be opposed. 

Intercountry adoption was first generally done for humanitarian reasons. The first children to 

be adopted internationally were European orphans. This also occurred after both the Korean War in 

the1950s and the Vietnam War in the 1970s (Rojewski & Rojewski, 2001). Triseliotis (1993) 

suggests that the motive for intercountry adoption at these times was mostly to rescue children who 

were negatively affected by war. Today, however, the most common reason for intercountry adoption 

is for childless couples to become parents. 

There are specific reasons why China has become such a popular place from which to adopt. 

In 1979, the Chinese government implemented a one-child-per-couple policy. The law, intended to 

help control the growing Chinese population, enforced a strict one-child policy in urban areas and a 

“one-son/two child” rule in rural parts of the country (Rojewski & Rojewski, 2001, p. 5). Since the 

law’s passage, hundreds of thousands of baby girls have been abandoned each year, for the most part 

because of the social preferences for sons, who are able to carry on  

  

 

MY SAMPLE TITLE PAGE              2	  
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*Sample paper can be found in your ENG 1010/1020 Prentice Hall Guide Reference Guide for 

Professional Writing, Custom Edition for Virginia College by Muriel Harris (2008) 
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Research Paper Checklist 

€ Have you followed your instructor’s guidelines? 

€ Does your entire paper support your Thesis Statement? 

€ Does your paper have a clear flow? 

€ Have you checked your spelling? Use spell check on your computer. Use a 
dictionary. Make sure proper nouns are spelled correctly. If in doubt, check 
your original source. 

€ Have you checked your grammar? Make sure every sentence has a subject 
and a verb! Do you have the correct verb tense? 

€ Have you checked your punctuation? Place a period, question mark, or 
exclamation point at the end of each sentence. Don’t forget to use commas 
and semicolons in complex and compound sentences. 

€ Have you included a “References” page? Did you make it a separate page? 
Did you follow the correct APA formatting style guidelines? Check the “APA 
Sample Paper” template, APA Quick Guide, or Purdue OWL website to 
make sure. 

€ Is your in-text citation information correct? Does each refer to a source on 
your references page? Did you follow the correct APA formatting style 
guidelines? 

€ Did you use double-spacing (2.0), 12-point Times New Roman font, and 1-
inch margins throughout your paper? 

If so, you completed the checklist and all of your answers are “yes”, 
then submit your paper. Congratulations! 

 

	  Source:	  Virginia	  College	  Birmingham	  Campus	  
Library	  (2013,	  February	  25),	  Steps	  in	  the	  Research	  
Process.	  
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****** Check out www.paperrater.com to help prevent plagiarism in your paper! ****** 

Paper Basics: 

• The preferred font is Times New Roman, 12 point. 

• The paper should be double-spaced with 1-inch margins on all sides of the document. 

• Check out the sample paper at the back of this packet for more information! 

In-text Citation: 

In-text citations are given throughout the paper in order to indentify information the writer has 

gathered from other sources. APA style uses the author’s last name and date (year) when citing sources in 

the text. If you include the author’s last name in the narrative (attribution), you only need to include the year 

in the parentheses immediately after the author’s last name. If you do not include the author’s last name in 

the narrative, then you put it and the year in parentheses (parenthetical). If you directly quote the author, 

you must include the author’s last name, year, and specific page citation (p.) or paragraph number (para.) for 

nonpaginated material (i.e. websites). There is a wonderful chart on page 117 of the APA Manual that helps 

to explain the rules. 

 Ex.  Walker (2000) compared reaction times…       ßAttribution 

 Ex.  In a recent study of reaction times (Walker, 2000)…     ß Parenthetical 

 Ex.  Confusing this issue is the overlapping nature of roles in palliative care, whereby 

“medical needs are met by those in the medical disciplines; nonmedical needs may be addressed 

by anyone on the team” (Csikai & Chaitin, 2006, p. 112).         ßQuotation 

 

 

 



	  

24	  
	  

One work by multiple authors: 

If your article, book or web site has one or two authors, you must always use both of them in text 

citations. 

 Ex.  as has been shown (Joreskog & Sorbom, 1989) 

If your work has three, four, or five authors, you must cite all the authors for the first in-text citation. If you 

cite that work again, you only list the first author and et al. 

 Ex. this was found to be true (Smith, Zappulla, Rosen, Gerstman, & Rock, 1994) 

 Ex. The testing was concluded in 1985 (Smith et al., 1994) 

 

Reference List Basics: 

• Always double-space your reference list. 

• Always indent the second and subsequent lines of a citation (hanging indent). 

• Always arrange your reference list by the author’s last name. 

• Only use the first and middle initials of the author’s name – do not type out the full first or 

middle names. 

• If the article or book has multiples authors, you must list all of them (up to seven). 

• Use the “&” symbol before the last author’s name, do not type out the word “and”. 

• Always italicize the journal or magazine title and the volume number. 

• Always italicize the book title. 

• Only capitalize the first word, first word of a subtitle, or proper nouns in an article or book title. 

• If there is no date listed, type out “(n.d.).” 

 

Examples by Type 

Citing Books: 

Printed Book: 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of the book. Location: Publisher. 
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One Author: 

Robinson, D. N. (1992). Social discourse and moral judgment. San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 

Two to Six Authors: 

Nevid, J. S., Rathus, S. A., & Greene, B. (2006). Abnormal psychology in a changing world (6
th

 ed.). 

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.  

E-Book: 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of the book. Retrieved from URL 

Shotton, M. A. (1989). Computer addiction? A study of computer dependency. Retrieved from 

http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/html/index.asp 

Chapter from an Edited Book: 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of the chapter. In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of the book (pp. xx-xx). 

Location: Publisher. 

O’Neil, J. M., & Egan, J. (1992). Men’s and women’s gender role journeys: Metaphor for healing, 

transition, and transformation. In B. R. Wainrib (Ed.), Gender issues across the life cycle 

(pp.107-123). New York, NY: Springer. 

 

Citing Periodicals: 

Journal Article: 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of the article. Title of Journal, vol #(issue #), pp-pp. 

Klimoski, R., & Palmer, S. (1993). The ADA and the hiring process in organizations. Consulting 

Psychology Journal: Practice and Research, 45(2), 10-36. 

Magazine Article: 

Author, A. A. (year, Month). Title of the article. Title of Magazine, vol. #(issue #), pp-pp. 
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Chamberlin, J., Novotney, A., Packard, E., & Price, M. (2008, May). Enhancing worker well-being: 

Occupational health psychologists convene to share their research on work, stress, and health. 

Monitor on Psychology, 39(5), 26-29. 

Newspaper Article: 

Author, A. A. (year, Month day). Title of the article. Title of Newspaper, pp-pp. 

Schwartz, J. (1993, September 30). Obesity affects economic, social status. The Washington Post, A1. 

Citing Electronic Periodicals: 

Electronic Journal/Magazine/ Newspaper Article: 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of the article. Title of Journal/Magazine/Newspaper, vol #(issue #), pp-

pp. Retrieved from URL 

Fuentes, L. A. (2009). Depression in primary care: The evidence supporting the need for system 

change. Internet Journal of Advanced Nursing Practice, 10(2), 3-10. Retrieved from 

http://www.ispub.com 

Citing Internet Sources: 

Page from a Web Site: 

Author, A. A. (date of last update). Page title. Website Title. Retrieved from URL 

Mullis, K. B. (2009). Polymerase chain reaction. Kary Mullis. Retrieved from 

http://www.karymullis.com/pcr.shtml 

Corporate Author for a Page from a Web Site: 

Corporation Name. (date of last update). Page title. Website Title. Retrieved from URL 

American Heart Association. (2013). How to prevent heart disease for senior citizens. American 

Heart Association. Retrieved from http://www.heart.org/how-to-prevent-heart-disease-for-

senior-citizens. 
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YouTube Video: 

Author, A. A. (year, Month day). Title of video [Video file]. Retrieved from URL 

Norton, R. (2006, November 4). How to train a cat to operate a light switch [Video file]. Retrieved 

from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vja83KLQXZs 

Online Dictionary, Encyclopedia, or Reference Book Article:  

Vermeil. (2007). In Encyclopedia Britannica online. Retrieved September 1, 2007, from http://www. 

britannica.com  

 

Additional Resource Help for APA in the Virtual Library! 

APA Formatting and Style Guide: the Purdue OWL Writing Lab is a great 
place to find help with APA citation! Packed with thorough examples and 
helpful information, this is a wonderful place to start when needing assistance 
with your papers! 

APA Style: this provides style information from the American Psychological 
Association <- these are the people who created the APA formatting and style! 

Basics of APA Style Tutorial: a short film that covers APA style. 

BibMe: a citation machine that quickly formulates your APA citations. 
HOWEVER, with any citation machine, you must remember to double check it 
against your reference guide, or APA manual, to make sure it in the correct 
format. Human error, along with technological error, can occur!  

 

Also, try out the plagiarism detection application on Paper Rater at 
www.paperrater.com! 

 

Sources:	  Purdue	  OWL	  Online	  Writing	  Lab	  (2014),	  APA	  Style.	  	  
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/	  

Kent	  State	  University	  Libraries’s	  APA	  Cheat	  Sheet	  	  
http://www.library.kent.edu/files/APACheatSheet.pdf	  

Publication	  manual	  of	  the	  American	  Psychological	  Association,	  6th	  edition.	  
	  


